MUSSOLINI'S    ROMAN  EMPIRE

CHAPTER I

TEMPTATION

THERE is nothing original in the idea that modern Italy
should found an Empire as great and as powerful as
that of which the decline and fall plunged Europe into
the dark ages. It did not spring full-fledged from Signor
Mussolini's active brain. The seed of Imperialism is
latent amongst all European peoples, though the urge
towards over-seas adventure is not equally strong
Ever since Cavour made Italy into a nation there have
been politicians, like Crispi, and explorers, like the
Duke of Abruzzi, who have dreamed of colonial expan-
sion. But until the^ Great War Italy had not been
fortunate in this respect. She was a late-comer in a
field where three great Powers were already busily
engaged, nor was there much tenacity and determination
amongst the people of Southern Italy when the first
tentative efforts were made. Crispins government fell,
while the refimants of the army defeated at Adowa were
being hissed through the streets of Naples. Subsequent
adventures, such as the conquest of Tripoli, were hardly,
likely to rouse great enthusiasm* Expensive and danger
OTIS operations achieved little except great tracts of
desert* the only value of which was strategic.

The immense importance to-day of the new Romaa
Empire is due to two factors, the development of
totalitarian states, and Signor Mussolini's character
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